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B Robert Brian Conner of

. Birmingham graduated May 8
from Old Dominion University in

the Navy and will join the fleet in
Japan this fall. He is 2 member of
the Golden Key Honor Society, the
Lambda Pi Eta Honor Society and
the NAACP, a magna cum laude

graduate, and Student of the Year.
Conner, a 1996 graduate of Shades
Valley High School, is the son of
Rev. Marvin R. Conner.

B The United States Steel
Foundation awarded $10,000
college scholarships to Philip M.
Bunger, a senior at Central Park
Christian School, and Tara A.
McGowan, a senior at Ramsay
Alternative High School. They are
the children of employees at U.S.
Steel's Fairfield Works.

M Furman University in
Greenville, S.C,, has inducted
members of the Phi Eta Sigma
National Honor Society. They are
Lindsay E. Brown, daughter of Dr.
and Mrs. Charles Brown; Robert T.
Burton, son of Mr. and Mrs. Robert
Burton; Leigh M. McIntosh,
daughter of John McIntosh; Natalie
E. O'Neal, daughter of Robin
O'Neal; James G. Pennington, son
of Dr. and Mrs. William
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Writer finds solace in South -
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A few days fixing the relatives’ computers (a
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‘Tuesday. The emergency plumbing service moved to

downtown Leeds from Trussville two months ago.
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as communications platforms, they
could provide wireless phone and
Internet service.

Today’s most visible airships
have company logos plastered on
their sides and hover over major
sporting events. They trace their
heritage to the Navy blimps that
provided surveillance for allied
convoys crossing the Atlantic
Ocean during World War II.

Now researchers are updating
lighter-than-air technology for the
21st century with new power sys-
tems and fabrics to help them sur-
vive even high-altitude missions in
the stratosphere, where tempera-
tures and solar radiation are ex-
treme.

Machanthasande. —i- ey

phere is based on a design devel-
oped more than 21 years ago by Ca-
nadian Hokan Colting of Canada,
who set a world airship altitude re-
cord of 21,000 feet last year in a
62-foot version. His design is ma-
neuvered by propellers mounted
around the sides.

The Aerosphere would operate
initially from 5,000 to 15,000 feet
and remain aloft for about two
days, Lawson said. At that altitude
it would have to comply with the
same Federal Aviation Administra-
tion regulations that govern Good-
year blimps and other aircraft fly-
ing over the United States.

participating in special events, 3
education programs, gardening -
and more. Opportunities are i
offered for adults and teenagers. 1
B Contact: Heather Pike at

879-0409, ext. 278, or ;
hpike@birminghamzoo.com
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» 1
fathers. It’'s probably preordained @
by our genes, instructions that we
must surpass our elder’s grasp. ,
Rooting through those boxes of !
family history always forces the
comparison, and I wonder how I've
measured up.

I write about science for one of
the country’s biggest universities, ,
count as close friends a half-dozen
Pulitzer winners and even have a
weekly column with the New York
Times Syndicate.

I've swum with porpoises, made
friends with Nobel Laureates, spent
nights in observatories and operat-
ing rooms watching geniuses at
work. I even made it to Antarctica -
and while there, walked on moun- *
tain slopes virgin to human foot-
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| steps. Not bad for a kid from -

Homewood, I guess.

The price of all that was leaving
home and learning that when you
return, you are different from the
person who left..

Home never changes — mstead, {
we do. '

People who have never left home
don’t realize that the South is more
a state of mind than it is a geo-
graphic place. That the roots of our
upbringing, our culture and our .
families are always there waxtmg
for our return.

No matter how long it may take.
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