The National Association of Science Writers, Inc. (“NASW?) supports practical measures
meant to help freelancers build and sustain a thriving business, from compensation
surveys that offer a historical look at the field to tip sheets on matters like how to
approach contract negotiation. The purpose is not to establish, suggest, agree on or
discuss prices or rates that are “too low." In offering these educational resources to
support our members, and in all our activities, NASW is committed to compliance with all
applicable antitrust laws. NASW members are reminded that they must exercise their
independent business judgment in pricing their services or products, dealing with their
customers and suppliers, and choosing the markets in which they will compete. Federal
laws stipulate that members may NOT agree with other NASW members or writers on
prices or terms or on any other matter which is inconsistent with exercising their
independent business judgment in pricing their services or products, dealing with their
customers and suppliers, and choosing the markets in which they will compete. NASW
members are always free to accept any assignment at any rate they choose. For further
information, please see our Antitrust Policy, available here.

This report is a member resource, and its contents and findings should not be shared or
reproduced outside NASW.


https://www.nasw.org/sites/default/files/190516NASWAntitrustPolicy.pdf

FREELANCE PAY RATES BY TYPE OF ASSIGNMENT (DOLLARS PER WORD)

30+ Hours per Week <30 Hours per Week

Median $ per Median $ per
Type of Assignment Word N Range Word N Range
Trade and society publications $1.00 52 $0.50 - $2.00 $1.00 51 $0.10 - $2.00
National or international consumer
magazines $1.25 79 $0.25 - $3.00 $1.00 46 $0.10 - $3.00
New media (e.g., blogs, Twitter,
webinars) $0.50 17 $0.10 - $2.00 $0.50 11 $0.10 - $1.10
News section of scientific journals $1.20 53 $0.50 - $2.00 $1.06 28 $0.30 - $2.00
University or alumni publications $1.00 37 $0.50 - $2.00 $1.00 36 $0.50 - $2.00
Technical documents $1.00 5 $0.80 - $2.00 $0.20 5 $0.10 - $0.50
Non-fiction books $0.50 17 $0.25 - $3.00 $0.75 9 $0.20 - $2.00
Corporate publications $1.50 7 $1.00 - $3.00 $1.00 13 $0.40 - $3.00
Press releases $1.10 12 $0.50 - $2.50 $1.00 10 $0.85 - $1.00
Regional or local magazines $0.90 16 $0.30 - $2.00 $0.65 17 $0.13 - $1.00
Government publications $1.00 7 $1.00 - $1.50 $1.25 7 $1.00 - $2.00
National newspapers $0.90 25 $0.25 - $2.00 $0.75 5 $0.50 - $2.00
Textbooks and educational/assessment
materials $0.50 3 $0.50 - $2.00 $0.88 2 $0.25 - $1.50
Continuing education curricula $0.70 4 $0.40 - $1.00 $2.00 1
Regional newspapers $0.30 11 $0.10 - $3.00 $0.40 8 $0.15 - $1.00
Television or other video $1.50 2 $1.00 - $2.00 0
Radio or podcasts $1.00 3 $0.50 - $1.15 $0.50 1




